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MONTANA SUPREME COURT PLANS UM SESSION
MISSOULA-
A man has four convictions in tribal court for driving under the influence of alcohol. 
Then he pleads guilty to another DUI, this time in state court, where a fourth DUI is 
considered a felony.
Should the DUI convictions received in tribal court -  where the defendant had no legal 
right to a court-appointed attorney -  count toward a felony conviction?
Sounds like a dilemma on “Law and Order,” but actually it’s a real Montana case and 
it’s coming to a courtroom near you.
The case, “State of Montana vs. Eugene Spotted Eagle,” is on appeal to the Montana 
Supreme Court, which will hold a public hearing Friday, April 11, at The University of 
Montana.
The hearing is an annual effort by UM’s School of Law to give students, faculty and 
the public an opportunity to watch lawyers present oral arguments in a formal session of 
Montana’s highest court. It will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the University Theatre with a brief 
introduction, followed by arguments at 10 a.m.
The defendant is represented by lawyer Laurie McKinnon; the plaintiff by Montana 
Attorney General Mike McGrath and Pondera County Attorney Chris Christensen.
For more information, call the law school at 243-4311.
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